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Vespers 
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Military and Hospitaller Order  

of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem 



Officiant: Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense, and let the 
lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice. (Psalm 141:2) 

   
Confession of Sin 

Officiant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 
All: Almighty and most merciful Father, 
 we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
 we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 

hearts, 
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
 and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
 But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
 spare thou those who confess their faults, 
 restore thou those who are penitent, 
 according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus 

our Lord; 
 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
 that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
 to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
  
Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and  

remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, 
and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 
Officiant: O God, make speed to save us. 



People: O Lord, make haste to help us.  
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

O Gracious Light 
Phos hilaron 

 

 O gracious Light, 
 pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
 and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
 we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

   
A Reading  from the Gospel of Luke, 16:19-31 

  
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named  
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The 
rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, 
he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’    
    
But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is  
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a 



great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here 
to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then, 
father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—  for I have five brothers—
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of  
torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should 
listen to them.’  He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them 
from the dead, they will repent.’  He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to  
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 
from the dead.’” 
 
The reader: Here ends the Lesson. 
  

All stand  
 

 
The Song of Simeon 

Nunc dimittis  
 

 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, *  
 according to thy word; 
 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, *  
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 

 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 



 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

The Prayers 
  
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
  And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
 
 



The Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent 
Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach  
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their 
warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Collect for the Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem 
O God, who has chosen us to be an Order of Knights under the blessed   
protection of Saint Lazarus, grant that we–in full devotion unto Thee, and 
abounding in neighborly charity, and with fresh generosity prompted by the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit–may show ourselves invincible against the    
enemies of the Cross, remaining faithful unto death, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 
  
A Collect for Peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, 
being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
  
A Collect for Aid against Perils 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Extemporary prayers 
(The people may offer their own petitions) 

 
 
 

 



O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy presence: Send 
forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another 
thine abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving 
All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants 
 do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  
 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. 
 We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
 and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for thine inestimable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
 And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
 and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our 
 lives,  
 by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee 
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord, 
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou 
wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of 
thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 



Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 
Amen. 
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